United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 15 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 164

WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2018

No. 149
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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CURTIS).

——————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 7, 2018.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN R.
CURTIS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

You have blessed us with all good
gifts, and with thankful hearts, we ex-
press our gratitude. You have created
us with opportunities to serve other
people in their need, to share together
in respect and affection, and to be
faithful in the responsibilities we have
been given.

In this moment of prayer, please
grant to the Members of this people’s
House the gifts of wisdom and discern-
ment, that in their words and actions
they will do justice, love with mercy,
and walk humbly with You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. McCLINTOCK led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

ANONYMOUS COLUMN BY AN OFFI-
CIAL IN THE EXECUTIVE
BRANCH

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, a re-
public can survive only as long as all
political sides abide by our elections,
respect our institutions, and obey our
Constitution.

The anonymous column by an official
in the executive branch, who bragged
of deliberately thwarting the will of
the people as expressed through the
Presidential election, expresses a senti-
ment that is absolutely toxic to our
form of government.

He cites no constitutional breach to
thwart the lawful decisions of a legiti-
mately elected President but only his
self-righteous disdain for the man and
his policies.

Well, he doesn’t get to make that de-
cision. Nobody elected him. Congress,
the courts, and the American people at
the ballot box can check the President,
but an unelected zealot within the gov-
ernment cannot.

What I find most alarming is the ap-
plause for this sentiment that we hear

from the far left. We should recognize
it for what it is: a direct attack on the
most fundamental principle that holds
us together as a free people.

————
HONORING FEDERAL WORKERS

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the shipyard work-
ers and park rangers and VA nurses,
Forest Service land managers, and all
of our Federal workers. These are men
and women who work every day to pro-
tect our Nation’s security and offer
vital services and grow our economy.

These men and women dedicate their
working lives to the betterment of our
Nation, and, sadly, just a few days ago,
the President froze the pay and local-
ity adjustments for these Federal
workers.

The President has boasted that the
economy is great. These workers have
certainly seen their costs rise. Their
housing costs are rising, and other ex-
penses are rising.

But do you know what won’t rise?
Their pay. And now the President is
threatening a shutdown of the govern-
ment again, raising the specter of fur-
loughing these workers again.

Mr. Speaker, I urge this body to re-
ject the notion that the problem with
government is the people who work in
government, and I urge my colleagues
to work together to fund the govern-
ment, including the pay for these hard-
working men and women who are our
neighbors.

———

RECOGNIZING THE VOLUNTEERS

OF THE ALLEGHENY RIVER
CLEANUP
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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